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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

Spring & Summer Camp open to kids 
ages 7-17. Advance reservations 
required. *Ask about our locals discount.*

Combine the beauty of the 
mountains with a complete 

horseback experience 

Horse   Camp 
Trackrock Stables

706-745-5252 

www.Trackrock.com

706•400•2988

Trust
    Integrity
        Guidance

Taylor Insurance Group

WE DO WHAT
OTHERS
PROMISE

Tom Taylor
YOUR LICENSED LOCAL AGENT

Medicare
Advantage Plans
Supplements, Life,

Under 65 Health Plans,
Dental

770-298-9161 ph/text
1-706-400-5754 Fax

tom@tomtaylorinsurancegroup.com

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

 
 
 
 

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes 

563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town 

Blairsville GA 30512 

(706) 835-1257 

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com 

Art Centre 

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Tom Martin
90 Madeline Way, Blairsville, GA 30512

Tom’s Truck & Auto
706-971-9313

Gas & Diesel Engines
General & Major Repairs

ASE Master Diesel Technician
Specializing in FORD Powerstrokes 

& All F-Series Trucks

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road

Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478 

Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation

Maintenance
“We go the extra mile”

rockbottomdriveway@yahoo.com
“Rock Bottom Prices / Free Estimates”

ROCK BOTTOM
Complete Gravel Driveway

Reconditioning
706-487-0857 Office
803-622-0037 Field

Driveway Fabric Installation, Quarterly, 
Semi-Annual or Annual Regrading, 

Large Empty Lot Mowing

Serving North Georgia since 1997 • Insured
Call 706-781-1806

~ FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~ 
Forming through Finishing, House Slabs, 

Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped 
Colored Concrete. Top Quality Work! 

Big Jobs and Small Jobs!

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

706-897-4909

Randolph Jones
            Grading

Backhoe, Bobcat, Excavator, 
Dump Truck, Dirt, Gravel, Septic 

Tank Repair & Install 
Any & All Small Jobs Welcome!

828-389-2206

ALL ABOUT GLASS
Over 30 Years Experience

Hayesville, NC (Above Rib Country)

We Make Buying Easy!
Ford • Hayesville, NC • 888.342.2282 • Chevrolet, GMC, Buick •Murphy, NC • 888.614.8960
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram • Hayesville, NC • 888.384.3145 & Franklin, NC • 828.369.5003 jackyjones.net
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STEMI...from Page 1A

Union County E-911 Dispatchers, L-R: Kasey Rafter, Carrie King, Holley Kemp, Lynn Powell, 
Rebecca Holcombe, Dawna Townsend, Ashley Churchill, Heidi Morris, Lt. Millie Baxter and 
911 Director David Dyer. Not pictured: Mary King, Amanda Craig and Amber Baltzell. 

Photo by Mark Smith
ambulance as well, adding 
that paramedics could begin 
treatment right there at her 
house.

P a r a m e d i c s  W i l l 
Bannister and Pat Schmidt 
arrived shortly thereafter and 
immediately determined that 
Floyd was having an especially 
serious type of heart attack 
know as a STEMI.

They immediately began 
treating Floyd right there 
in his driveway, and Union 
County Fire Department first 
responders Dustin Lee and 
Travis Henry were also on the 
scene assisting.

Powell called two medical 
helicopter transport services, but 
because of the stormy weather 
that night, neither service was 
able to fly. So, Bannister and 
Schmidt drove Floyd over 
Blood Mountain to Northeast 
Georgia Medical Center in 
Gainesville.

F l o y d  b e c a m e 
unresponsive  dur ing the 
ambulance r ide over  the 
mountain to Gainesville.

The doctors at Northeast 
Georgia Medical found that 
Floyd had two main heart 
arteries completely blocked 
and a third about 78% blocked, 
requiring the placement of stents 
in the two blocked arteries that 
night, followed by a stent in the 
third artery a few days later.

After waiting for a while 
at the hospital, Loretta said 
the doctor came out and said, 
“We’ve done all we can do. It’s 
very, very grave at this point. 
He can’t take any more. We 
can’t do any more. It’s in God’s 
hands.”

Added the doctor, “You 
can thank the paramedics. I was 
here, but the paramedics saved 
his life.”

Union County Fire Chief 
and EMA Director David 
Dyer said Northeast Georgia 
Medical hosts a STEMI Summit 
annually, which showcases their 
most notable cardiac cases.

“At this Summit, they 
go over the latest and greatest 
the Northeast Georgia Medical 
Center is doing for cardiac 
issues and problems,” said 
Dyer. “They’ve been doing 
it for 10 or 15 years, and it’s 
for the entire North Georgia 
Region. It’s a world-renowned 
kind of thing.”

Floyd’s case was one 
of three they picked out of all 

the cardiac cases they had in 
2018. Floyd and Loretta Petty, 
Powell, Bannister, Schmidt, the 
first responders, doctors, nurses, 
and everyone who helped save 
Floyd’s life on that stormy night 
were invited to the 2019 summit 
in Gainesville recently.

They were even portrayed 
in a professionally created video 
reenactment of the event.

I n  o t h e r  E - 9 1 1 
news, Union County Sole 
Commissioner Lamar Paris, 
Blairsville Mayor Jim Conley 
and 911 Director Dyer headed 
over to the E-911 Dispatch 
Center on Thursday, April 11, 
to honor all of those who work 
to help Union County residents 
in an emergency.

Representatives from 
Union General EMS, 911 
Dispatch, the Blairsville Police 
Department, and the Union 
County Sheriff’s Office, as well 
as Floyd and Loretta Petty, were 
also in attendance.

Paris  addressed the 
gathering with a proclamation 
honoring all Union County 
emergency personnel for 
National Public Safety and 
Telecommunications Week, 
April 14 through April 20.

Following brief remarks 
by Conley and comments from 
each of the representatives of 
Union County’s emergency 
services, everyone was treated 
to a barbecue plate courtesy of 
Jim’s Smokin’ Que.

HAVE YOU 
BEEN TURNED 

DOWN for 
Social Security

or SSI?

Call
1-800-952-8667

Need help with Repeal?

40 years experience


